Garrick Theatre set to stage WA premiere of Beetlejuice playwright’s The Beast

Fans disappointed by the cancellation of the hit musical Beetlejuice in Perth can still get their
Eddie Perfect fix, with Garrick Theatre set to stage the Western Australian premiere of his
provocative, darkly funny and daring satire The Beast.

Directed by respected theatre veteran Lynne Devenish, The Beast is a razor-sharp black satire
that tackles modern society’s obsessions, prejudices and contradictions with equal measures
of humour and discomfort.

Lynne first joined Garrick Theatre in 1968 and has directed several acclaimed productions on
the Garrick stage in the decades since. She explained that bringing The Beast to Perth has been
years in the making.

“I love Australian plays, playwrights and their irreverent outlook on life — so | went searching for
more contemporary Australian playwrights and discovered Eddie Perfect and The Beast,” Lynne
said.

“At the time it wasn’t available for community theatre, so | sat on it until the rights became
available and when a season unexpectedly opened at Garrick, | jumped at the opportunity.”

Lynne describes The Beast as a fearless work that blends drama, satire, surrealism and farce
into a confronting yet hilarious theatrical experience.

“The play is a mix of serious drama, black humour, racism, narcissism, graphic violence and
often pure farce,” she said.

“What audiences will probably enjoy most is that it stirs up a wealth of emotions, but they’ll be
unable to stop themselves laughing at the sheer lunacy of the characters.

“It’s a shocking and offensive, but enlightened comment on today’s society, how we see others
and how, when forced to, we see ourselves.

“But most importantly, it makes us all laugh — and laughter is good for you.”

While the play presents significant challenges behind the scenes, Lynne said the cast and
creative team have embraced them enthusiastically.

“The scene changes, special effects and puppeteering have all been challenging, but I’'ve struck
gold with a wonderful team of creatives,” she said.

“There’s a palpable enthusiasm throughout the production and a great deal of trust among the
cast, which has been essential for some of the more graphic scenes.”

With Beetlejuice no longer haunting Perth this year, theatre lovers looking for Eddie Perfect’s
trademark irreverence, sharp wit and distinctive Australian voice will find plenty to enjoy in The
Beast.

Tickets are for sale now at www.taztix.com.au/garricktheatre or call 9255 3336.

-ENDS-

Show warnings: Strong adult content and themes, political incorrectness and violence.
Performances: July 30, 31 and August 1,6, 7,8, 13,14, 15 at 7:30pm. August 2, 8, 9 at 2:00pm.
Tickets: Adult $28, Concession $23, Members $22. Processing fees apply.


http://www.taztix.com.au/garricktheatre

Stage manager: Nikita Nankiville

Featuring: Greg Ross, Russell Fellows, Paul Cook, Darcy Hay, Susan Meikle, Clare Alason, Katie
Nowland, Ben Vaughan-Sanders and Kieran Smith.

About The Beast

“The best way to increase Society’s resistance to insulting or offensive speech is to allow more
of it” ~ Rowan Atkinson on Free Speech.

After surviving a traumatic near-death experience, a group of close friends decide that the road
to recovery is to embrace a tree-change, intending to live a sustainable life in the country.

But nature isn’t always so welcoming, and when they are faced with the pressing task of actually
slaughtering their own beast for a grand feast, a chain reaction begins that will see them
confronted by some ugly and shocking truths.

Eddie Perfect’s satirical, no holds barred, graphic black comedy will shock the pants off you as
you roll in the aisle laughing.

Show Warnings: Strong adult content and themes, political incorrectness and violence.
About Lynne Devenish

Lynne first joined Garrick in 1968 at the age of 19. A vet nurse specialising in horses, fresh from
the UKwhere she had just finished a stint as Laurelin The Chalk Garden, she walked straight
into an eminently forgettable role in Mr. Gaylord Remembers. Working with and learning from
some extremely talented actors and directors over the decades has been a joy for Lynne. The list
of productions is long and includes No Time for Figleaves, Who Lies There? Will Any Gentleman?
Colour Bar (Best Actress State Drama Fest) Summer of the 17th Doll, Billy Liar, Under the Yum
Yum Tree, Sing On (Best Actress) A Hard God.

Her first venture into directing was Stoppard’s The Real Inspector Hound in the early 80s, which
gave her a taste for being on the other side of the proscenium arch. This was closely followed by
Bell, Book and Candle, getting married on stage, being in The Good Companions Old Time
Music Hall Troupe, having her daughters, running the gauntlet of Pony Club, breeding horses,
growing organic table grapes, selling real estate, owning a lunch bar, writing and a myriad of
other things. But still, she always returns to theatre. Past plays that she has directed include the
Tomb trilogy, The Mousetrap, Rookery Nook, God of Carnage, Hotel Sorrento, The Lion in Winter,
Life After George, Star Quality, Bette and Joan, When Dad Married Fury and Steel Magnolias.



